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From the principal ...

Tena koutou nga whanau, nga mihi nui ki a koutou katoa,

This morning we had our mihi whakatau to welcome new
members of the school community to our kura. We have a
number of new students in our New Entrant / year 1 class with
Karen Steedman, and across other areas of the school. Having
a smaller class for our new entrants has been very successful,
and has also enabled the slightly older junior school students
to be extended further.

I have been fascinated over the past week as to how different
learning spaces are exploring the Inquiry focus concept of
conflict and how people respond to injustice. Over the past
couple of weeks the intermediate (year 7 & 8) students have
been conducting science experiments looking at the impact of
oil spills on the ocean. This is part of their learning into
understanding the work of Sylvia Earle, a scientist who has
worked tirelessly to preserve the oceans, and protect them from the conflict that can arise over the use
and care of our natural resources. The middle school has been exploring the work of the artist Banksy,
and how through his work he conducts a peaceful protest against concerns such as war, oppression,
inequality and violence. Literacy is always an effective way to engage with a topic, and in the junior
school they have been using picture books to explore conflict, and the ways conflict can escalate and
the ways in can be resolved.

Over the next few weeks we have our School Camp programme. This kicks off with our Year 6 & 7
students heading up to Hanmer Springs with Kat and Anna. | would like to acknowledge the additional
planning that teachers put in to enable our students camp experiences, and also the many parents
who put their hands up to support our camps. Your contribution is truly appreciated. We also have
coming up our swimming sports - thank you everyone for the offers of help with this.

I am away most of next week with professional development in Wellington but I look forward to being
back on board the following week. | hope everyone has a lovely weekend and a great week ahead.

Nga mihi nui,

Jill

Garden to Table

Our Garden to Table programme has kicked off with lots of
hard mahi building our soil back up in the garden and trying
new recipes in the kitchen.

Students have been busy collecting sheep and horse poo from
around our community, checking out sheep dags, comparing
fresh manure to dry and saying hi to Bingo the dog and horsey
friends Pete and Nosey girl. In amongst all that we get to talk
about being a part of our community, what we are giving back
to our soil, and how all the materials we are laying down now in our garden beds will support what we
grow and how those nutrients get passed onto our kai. Currently we have been making no-dig garden
beds, or we like to call them lasagne beds - cardboard is the ‘pasta’, the sheep poo is the ‘mince’ and we
had an amazing source of wool for the ‘cheesy sauce’l All this goodness will breakdown overtime,
suppressing the weeds and provide nourishment for our plants.




Thank you to Wendy at Camp Bay and Simone and her horses for providing us with somewhere to
access what we need. Next step is to do some local seaweed collecting.

In the kitchen, Ursi and the students have been busy re-organising their workspace and foraging for

pesto ingredients, bread making and making use of our zucchini, tomato and bean plants that did so
well over the summer break, as well as trying their hand at sauerkraut, which we can't wait to try in a
couple of weeks time!

We are also busy planning succession planting, to keep our programme going over the next year. This
will allow the students to observe the changing seasons and full food cycle and how planting,
harvesting and cooking changes to reflect seasonality. We have lots of ideas but would love to hear
more and would always appreciate support if anyone had the capacity. We have different groups of
children hands on in the garden throughout every Friday during school hours, so if anyone wished to
join us for an hour or two we would love to have you along. No special skills required - just enthusiasm!
Another group gets to harvest, prep and cook kai for the other students, so we are always looking for
other kitchen enthusiasts to help out too.

Many thanks from the Garden to Table Team - Helen, Ursi and year 4, 5 & 6 students

Shadows

Our Year 1 students have been learning about shadows.

We have been learning that there are many sources of light at
school and home. The biggest light source we could think of
was the sun.

Last week we looked at things light can pass through. These
things are called transparent, a window is transparent, so is a
clear piece of plastic. We also looked at things light can not
pass through. These things are called opaque, we discovered
our tables are opaque and so are our walls. The other special
word we learnt was translucent, this means some light travels
through these things.

Today we explored how shadows are formed. Light travels in a straight line, when it can't pass through
an object (because the object is opaque) the absent of light creates a shadow.

We had lots of fun forming shadows with Shadow Tubes and Shadow Puppets.

Conflict in Te Kohanga

... or at least learning about conflict.

In Te Kbhanga, akonga have been discussing conflict. Together
they decided that conflict was like a disagreement. Akonga
came to the understanding that conflict was a normal part of
life, but how they respond to conflict and the choices they
make, gave them the ability to resolve conflict positively.

Through the use of picture books akonga developed an
understanding of how conflict can escalate and they role-played ways in which they would resolve a
conflict.




Parent Hub - Please join our email
list
The Parent Hub aims to do one fundraiser a term.

We would love to have some more people add their name to
our email list. Adding your name does not mean you are
committing to anything, you will just be kept informed of what
we are planning each term. If you would like to have your
name on the Parent Hub email list please either email
office.diamondharbour.school.nz and let Gabe know or email
karen.steedman@diamondharbour.school.nz and let Karen
Steedman know. Your support is appreciated.



