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¥4 From the principal

f Tena koutou nga whanau, nga mihi nui ki a koutou katoa,

It has definitely been a busy week at school this week. We have
a number of staff still away with Covid and other illnesses. We
wish them a speedy recovery and we thank our wonderful
team of relief staff and all the other staff members who have picked up additional responsibilities over
the past week. Fingers crossed everyone is well and back on board next week.

Well done to the Student Council who organised the Pink Shirt Day today. Even though we had to
cancel the shared morning tea it was still a fun and colourful day, with slick organisation from the
Student Council team. It is with pride that we see how well these students are able to use their initiative
in organising events and the confidence in which they deliver these events.

In another success we are really proud of James B for getting through to the National Finals of the
Dutch Week Speech competition. This initiative offered a unique platform for Dutch-speaking and
Dutch Heritage students across New Zealand to showcase their speaking skills while connecting with
their cultural roots. James wrote a 3-minute-long speech about his grandmother which he performed
to judges in the final. This was the first year that Year 7 and 8’s were part of the competition and it's a
real testament to James’ written and spoken English and Dutch language skills and his hard work that
he got recognised in the finals.

Over the last couple of weekends | have enjoyed seeing our tamariki involved in local events - running
the Diamond Harbour Challenge and playing their best rugby on Club Day.

Zac wrote about his running: One Saturday | went for a run for a Diamond Harbour school fundraiser. |
surprisingly did fifteen laps. Each lap stared at Godley House and went down tot he wharf and backup. The
total for one lap was at least 910 metres. There was a sausage sizzle and some spot prizes and the fire
department came too.

Next Tuesday at school we have our extremely colourful event, the Food Fairy Fun Run. Thank you to
the parents who have put up their hands to assist with this event. The following week, please
remember we have a Staff Only Day on the Friday before King's Birthday weekend (31st May). This day
provides an opportunity for all staff from our Kahui Ako (Community of Learning) to work together to
share best practice, with a focus on student achievement and ensuring all our akonga (learners) have
every opportunity to achieve their potential. We always look forward to these days, and they
opportunity they provide for our staff to connect with staff from other kura.

Have a lovely couple of weeks, stay warm and stay healthy.
Nga mihi nui,

Jill



Liam wrote about Bob's visit.

Bob Bikerton

Kia tere atu nga kapua

Kia tihore te rangi

Kia whiti te ra

Ma te hau nga oro whakatangitangi o mua e kawe!

Let the clouds fly away,

Let the sky be clear,

Let the sun shine,

May the music of the past be carried on the wind!

Our students were very fortunate yesterday to see a
wonderful presentation by Bob Bickerton on Taonga Puoro,
traditional instruments of Maori. After the performance it was
very special seeing our akonga experiment with using sticks,
and found materials, to make their own instruments and
experiment with sound.



Bob Bickerton came and did a show at school using traditional Maori instruments. First he told us a lot
of stories about the instruments. Then he swung two of the instruments. One of them was really quiet
and the other one was really loud. Another one was really different. It was like a pumpkin but he blew
into it and it made a big noise like a boom. Another one was two rocks and he tapped them together.
With another instrument he blew in one end and the other end made a big sound and it looked like a
bird head. There was also an instrument like a whistle one was like a rock with string.

By Liam

World Vision Junior Conference

On Monday at the World Vision Junior Conference we learnt
about a girl called Pasquela from the country of Timor-Leste.
She can't go to school due to flooding. It's normal for them to
have floods every day but it's sad because the kids are
experiencing the impacts of climate change and that's stopping
them from going to school. Pasquela wants to go to university
but she can't as she has to help at her farm after the floods.
Things can change overnight with the floods and that must be
really hard for her as she can't plan or look ahead.

We played lots of games through the day to make sure we were still having fun. One of the games was
paper scissors rock and all the schools joined in. It was a big line and we had to see who the leader of
the line at the end could be.

At the end of the conference there was a dance party and there was a kid that did the worm across the
stage!

By Amelie and Tamara

I learnt about Fast Brain and Slow Brain. Fast brain is like the autopilot. It makes quick decisions
without really thinking them through. Slow brain is the opposite, it makes logical decisions that thinks
about every aspect.

By Kaia

On Monday, me and a few other students went to the World Vision Junior conference at The Piano.
When we got there, we went into the room where the conference was being held and we saw Jade and
Jemiah. We went over slow brain thinking, fast brain thinking, we learnt about Pasquela and we also
went over leadership aspects.

By Ruby
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