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3 From the principal ....

Tena koutou nga whanau, nga mihi nui ki a koutou katoa,

| hope everyone has had time to enjoy the sunshine over the
past week. Hopefully this means predictable warmer weather
is not too far away. Akonga have continued to be busy in the
classrooms. With our Art Inquiry focused around kinetic art
middle and senior school students have had a number of
sessions looking at different types of kinetic art. One of these
being the agamograph, named after Yaacov Agam, a kinetic
artist working in Paris. The image above, is a student created agamograph.

Last weekend the Minister for Education presented a press release. In this it was stated that the
percentage of akonga at or above the expected standard in mathematics at the end of Year 8 had
decreased from 42% to 22%. Most principals were concerned to hear this as it did not reflect what we
were seeing in our kura. It appears that the 22% figure was based on the new draft mathematics
curriculum (which is now being refreshed again) rather than the curriculum which we are gazetted to
teach. Contrasting to what was reported in the media, a more open exploration of the data shows
consistency across that last 10 years:

e Trend data indicates that at Year 8, there has been no statistically significant change in
mathematics achievement scores since at least 2013.

e On average, students scored about the same in 2013, 2018, 2022, and 2023.

e The curriculum benchmarking indicated that a smaller proportion of students were meeting the
Year 8 expectation for the draft curriculum statement compared with the previous 2007
curriculum (22 % with the new curriculum compared to 42% with the old curriculum).

“What we're seeing in mathematics is a change in curriculum and a new benchmarking process rather
than a change in achievement,” notes one of the study leads, Dr Charles Darr.

“We've been tracking student achievement in mathematics at Year 8 for more than 10 years, and in that
time, there has been no evidence for improvement or decline. We do have a new draft curriculum
however, and the provisional benchmarking exercise we carried out indicates it requires a higher level
of proficiency than the 2007 curriculum.” (cited here)

At Diamond Harbour School our achievement levels are above 80% but we also acknowledge that
nationally, 42% of akonga meeting the expected level at year 8 is not great, and the government's
announcement of further resourcing and specific training is welcomed and appreciated.

These new changes mean that we are currently looking at a roll out of both a new English and Maths
curriculum next year. While this will be challenging for kura and kaiako we also look forward to the
opportunity provided and can assure you we will keep our focus on ensure all our akonga achieve their
potential, as we continue to focus on incremental improvement. If you have any questions about the
curriculum, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Our wonderful parent groups are again hard at work this weekend. The Trust is fundraising by assisting
at the Rogaine at Orton Bradley and the Parent Hub is running a bake sale at this event. Coming up , the
Parent Hub has a Disco on Friday 23 August. Thank you so much to all those who give generously of
their time to support these organisations.

Additionally, if there is anyone who has some spare time to help in our library covering books and
painting some picture book cases this helps us to get new books on the shelves quickly, and frees up
Lorna to create more wonderful literature opportunities for the children. Please see the library article
for details.



Have a wonderful couple of weeks, and fingers crossed for more beautiful warm days,

Nga mihi nui,

Jil

School Library update ...

Over the last few months our School Library (with the
assistance of National Library) has had a major sort-out of its
books.

Out-of-date material has been weeded out and removed from
the shelves, which, along with freeing up space for new books,
has provided better display opportunities and enabled
different categories to stand out. Our fiction section has also
been re-organised into different reading types and is identified
by colour coding and key reference.

Fresh new signage has also been put in place to help navigate
our library.

Many of our kindly donated books have been processed and
before these gifts can be shelved they need to be covered to
give them extra strength and protection. If anyone would like
to help cover these books to expedite their way to our keen readers we would be very grateful. The
picture book boxes are also in desperate need of a freshen up. We would also be very grateful to
anyone who might like to paint these.

If you are able to help please contactLorna or the school office.
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Ay Baking can be brought into school on Friday 9th August
Thank you for your support

Diamond Harbour School Parent Hub

There is a roster in the school office for anyone who is able to help on the stall on Sunday.




e SR, Drag it Out - Big Spring Quiz
A fun night out - and you support our wonderful School Trust
.

Come along for a fun night out, support the School Trust
which is turn supports out wonderful tamariki.
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Book here.

Thank you for Diamond Harbour Bayleys for you sponsorship.

© 7= 7 ourlibrary fish ...

The school have got new baby fish called Harry Potter, Larry
and Hermione. We think their parents are Flash and Poppy.
Now there are 3 guppies and 3 platies. They're starting to get
more colours like blue and orange.

Jack and Finn bred them and gave them to the school. Now we
have 4 baby fish at home that need homes. We released them
a few weeks ago.They are starting to look bigger now. They are
looking very beautiful. Fun fact: platy's moms and dads eat
their babies. Baby platy are called fries.

How to help at home with literacy

One question teachers often get asked by parents is help they
can help at home. There are a number of simple ways to
support the learning of your tamariki. This article focuses on
literacy.

Sounds, Letters and Heart Words:

While you child is working through the structured literacy decodable books programme they will have
regular home learning related to this. Regular practice at home helps to support their progress in
reading and writing and for many students this home support is essential.

Depending on the stage of decodables your child is at they may have sounds, letters and heart words
to practice, or they might be reading passages from decodable texts, or have a decodable text to read.
If you are unsure about what this entails for you, please talk to your child's classroom teacher.

This video is useful to watch to understand the letter sounds that we teach the akonga.

Reading mileage:

Both being read to and reading themselves helps students increase their reading mileage (the amount
they read). Language rich picture books are excellent for younger students, and ensuring some contain
language features such as rhyme helps to develop phonological awareness.

As students move from decodable texts to what we call 'authentic texts' the most important thing that
students can do to improve their reading is to read. The more they read, the better they will become at
reading.

Vocabulary development:



The two main strands of reading include word recognition and language comprehension.

Words recognition includes the ability to decode words (figure out by breaking the words down into
individual sounds what the word 'says') and the ability to understand what the words mean. Key to
language comprehension is vocabulary acquisition. While some vocabulary, especially vocabulary that
is related to specific disciplines, is learned through planned instruction, akonga learn the majority of
words through their everyday experiences.

Vocabulary plays a fundamental role in the reading process and is critical to reading comprehension.
Children learn the meanings of most words indirectly, through everyday experiences with oral and
written language. Other words are learned through carefully designed instruction.

Many researchers divide words into three tiers. Tier one words are everyday words such as cat, run and
school. Tier two words are less common but used across multiple contexts. Examples of tier two words
are explain and similar.

Tier three words are often specific to a discipline and usually taught within the context of the discipline.
These are words such as nucleus or parabola.

Helping at home with vocabulary:

Increasing the number of tier 2 words that children know, helps with their reading comprehension. The
easiest way you can support with this at home is to use a rich vocabulary when talking with your child
and teach them what the words means. Use a range of adjectives when describing things, for example,
the ominous clouds. Other ways include reading with your children and discussing new vocabulary in
the text and playing word games.

Alongside these specific ways to help, make reading and literature fun and enjoyable, model a love of
reading by reading yourselves and enjoy the wonderful range of books available.

REVEW e

Following updates and external legal review by School Docs
the Concerns and Complaints section have been updated.
These are now on our School Docs site (where our school
policies are held).

‘ | Policy Update - Term 3

Term 3 review topics are now on the site.
If you would like to participate in this review please follow these instructions:

1. Visit the website http://diamondharbour.schooldocs.co.nz/1893.htm

2. Enter the username (diamondharbour) and password (diamond).

3. Go to the Current Review tab

4. Read the policy you wish to review.

5. Click the red Policy Review button at the top right-hand corner of the page.
6. Select the reviewer type "Parent".

7. Enter your name (optional).

8. Submit your ratings and comments. You are able to review the policy both on basis of its
content and its implementation.



