Diamond Harbour School
Newsletter, 2 May, 2024

From the principal ....

Tena koutou nga whanau, nga mihi nui ki a koutou katoa,

Welcome back to Term 2. | hope everyone had a lovely break
from the routines of school. The weather was certainly very
kind. It has been lovely to see the akonga back, looking well
rested after the term break. We have an exciting term ahead.
Our Inquiry programme this term looks at being conscious consumers. This involves akonga being
supported to explore how the ‘cost’ of many everyday items they purchase is more than is represented
by the price tag. For many items the true cost may be much greater. Environmental costs may include
the environmental cost associated with the use of non-renewable materials, the options for disposing
(compared to reusing or recycling) of the product at the end of its life span and the environmental cost
of transportation of the product. Political and social costs are also considered, e.g. the lack of fair trade
in some industries and the impact of employment opportunities, and health costs such as may arise
from certain food and lifestyle choices. All of these elements are ‘costs’ but often not considered in the
excitement of getting what may seem to be a ‘cheap’ bargain.

There was no doubt that the Celebration of Learning from last term with our ANZAC Service was a
wonderful event. This term our Celebration of Learning is our Matariki Night Makete. This will be a
wonderful community event with kai, entertainment, and a range of goods to be purchased. The stalls
that students are organising will demonstrate their learning about being conscious consumers.

Thank you to the members of our community that attended the PB4L sessions that Karen ran at the
Celebration of Learning. | have attached the slides from this presentation below. This term we will also
have another topic to help keep parents informed about what is happening in the akonmanga
(classrooms) and around our school.

As always, we have a busy term coming up. Please keep an eye on the calendar and Hero updates for
events. One of the major ones is the Food Fairy Fun Run. This is always an exciting event for our kura,
and we look forward to collecting a substantial amount of groceries to support those less fortunate
than us.

We also have a couple of Teacher Only Sessions this term. The first of these is the coming Tuesday,
when school will close at 12:30. Please contact Gabe if you need childcare this afternoon as we have
limited space available. We then have a Staff Only Day (combined with Cashmere High Schools and a
number of other Primary Schools in our Kahui Ako (Community of Learning). This is on the Friday (31
May) before King's Birthday weekend.

Have a lovely couple of weeks and | look forward to seeing many people at the Diamond Harbour
Challenge run on Saturday.

Nga mihi nui,

Jil
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Kea Conservation

Mark from the Kea Conservation Trust came in and we learnt
about kea. We saw pictures of kea and we learnt how to hold a
kea.The kea were really interesting. Mark brought a toy kea in and
it had a tracer on it. Sarah hid it up a tree and we had to find it.
Mark told us about all of the kea advertures he did and when he
went in a helicopter. He showed us a funny video of kea when he
went on a hike.

- by Jack

Today Mark came in and told us about kea. Kea nest around
mountains. He told us how to hold the kea he said put your hand
on top of the jaw and other hand through the legs. Then he told
us how to add the rings on their feet and showed us his website so we could see more information. He told
Sarah to go hide a toy kea. Then we tracked it down and it was so much fun. Thank you Mark.

-by Molly

The Nature Hut

One of the special aspects of Diamond Harbour School is our
spacious grounds, which foster wonderful creative play. Over
the last couple of days, a group of students have been
architects, engineers and builders as they have constructed a
hut. This activity also led to some classroom writing.

So Owen, Awa, Manny and | started making a hut out of sticks
and logs and grass and leaves. It has 3 rooms and a garden and
we used sticks to dig the ground and snap sticks. It was really fun. It only took like 3 days.

We went around the school finding sticks for our hut. We build it at lunch and morning tea and made sure
we included people in the building of the hut. It is watertight and we think it would stay warm and dry over
night.

- by Carter

We all started with an idea so we made one room witch was tiny. After that we came up with an another
idea so we made an another room and we got the weeds out. We made one more hut and then we made a
garden and like a little roof. After that we added in a path. It took four days and we did it at lunch times.

- by Awa

Owen, Carter, Awa and | made a really cool hut. It grew from one room to four. At first it was just the four of
us building but now there are nine people involved. It only took us four days!
- by Manny

Awa, Manny, Carter and | started a hut with sticks we found on the ground of dead trees. Then we made
another room and once the structure was built we used dead grass to fill in the walls.We build it at morning
tea and lunch. Tt is a lot of fun to build it.

-by Owen



