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2 From the principal ...

Tena koutou nga whanau, nga mihi nui ki a koutou katoa,

| hope everyone had a wonderful break from school. The
weather certainly was kind and allowed for a lot of time
outside enjoying our beautiful surroundings. It is hard to
believe we are in the final term of another fabulous year - and
no doubt the next 9 weeks will fly by!

It was wonderful to see so many people at our Art Exhibition at the end of last term. | was incredibly
proud of the children’s work, how deeply they had thought about their artistic creations and their ability
to articulate their artistic decisions. Well done to all involved.

In the 'holidays' the teachers had a Teacher Only Day working with a literacy specialist on the updated
English curriculum, and the updated Mathematics curriculum. Both of these curriculums build on the
fabulous work schools are doing, and the major change is the increase of focus on a structured
approach, with greater specificity around the learning students are expected to achieve being outlined
in the curriculum documents. On examination, this supports what is already happening in the
classrooms, and one of the major changes for teachers is the documentation that sits behind their
teaching, rather than the actual teaching practice.

This week, the Ministry has brought out additional resources for Mathematics and we look forward to
examining these, and selecting the resources that we believe will have the greatest impact for our
students. This term, the focus is on trialling the new Mathematics and English curriculums, and these
will be fully implemented by next year. | would like to thank our teachers for their willingness to engage
with these changes. The implementation is across a short time frame, and ensuring our planning
documentation and assessment tools reflect the new curriculum is a substantial piece of work. To
ensure we keep our parent community informed of the curriculum changes we will hold parent
information sessions on Wednesday, 13 November. There will be a session available in the morning,
and one in the early evening to support all parents who wish to attend.
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Coming up next week we have Athletics Day. Thank you to Anna for the work you have done preparing
for this. This is always a fabulous day, and we have our fingers crossed for wonderful weather. This
term we also have our year 8 camp with these students travelling to Wellington for four days, to
experience our capital city, not long before we farewell them from their primary/intermediate school
education. This is always a bittersweet time as we are incredibly proud of how they have developed, we
recognise they are ready for secondary school, but we are sad to see them go.

At Labour weekend, we have our Garden to Table stall at the Orton Bradley Fair. | will be helping out
Helen and Ursi, who have done a wonderful job supporting students to prepare their produce and
plants for this event. | know this event is a highlight on the local calendar, and | look forward to seeing
many of you there.

Have a fabulous couple of weeks,
Nga mihi nui,
Jill

An hour a day ....

One hour o cay

Recently | have had a few questions from families about the
implementation of the ‘One Hour a Day’ policy of the
government where all year 1 - 8 schools have to demonstrate
how they are meeting the requirements of an average of one hour a day dedicated to reading, writing
and maths. The government acknowledges that this includes both stand-alone lessons, and integrating
these core subjects across the curriculum.

of reading, writing and maths

Teachers spent some time at the beginning of the term discussing how this was happening in each of
the classrooms. This was an interesting discussion and showed both that this was clearly happening,
and in the majority of cases, was being exceeded. Students are both getting time in dedicated lessons
but they are also exploring reading, writing and mathematics in a cross curricular manner as they
engage with these subjects in other learning areas for a variety of purposes.

When students first enter school, they are more likely to have these core subjects taught in a stand-
alone manner. We refer to children first learning to read, and then when they are able to read, they use
these reading skills to help them learn about other areas, or, in other words, they read to learn. The
same goes for mathematics. It is first important to develop the necessary core skills and knowledge,
but as these develop, students are more able to use these mathematical skills in other curriculum
areas. This increases engagement and provides opportunities for students to transfer the skills learned
in one area, to other contexts.

Athletics is coming up next week and the practices for athletics provide an excellent opportunity for
applying measurement skills, both with regard to estimating how far something (for example a shot
put throw) is, and understanding the importance of the accuracy of measurements. Teachers are very
skilled, in ensuring that core skills and learning are further developed and embedded in a range of
contexts. Another example is In our Garden to Table programme where fractions are embedded into
the cooking sessions and children explore ratios when adapting recipes for different quantities. Our
Garden to Table sessions also include Science, which is rich in both literacy and numeracy.

At the end of this week, the Term 4 daily timetables will be sent out to classes, showing how the
timetables cover both the ‘Hour a Day’' requirements and also how this is integrated into other
curriculum areas.



If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact your child's class teacher or myself.

Library Update

Our school library has become a very popular hub of the
school with our valued Library Leaders and Library Assistants
making it possible for our library to be open during all
morning tea and lunch times. | want to thank the whole library
team for this because our library not only offers a place to be
able to read or borrow books from, it also allows jigsaw
puzzles and lego to be built or board games to be played. The
'Quiet Room' in our library provides a place to work quietly, chill-out, listen to audio-books by head-set
or simply just watch our beautiful pet fish.

Special thanks must go to members of our school parent community who have been generously giving
up their time to cover books which have been donated to our school library. This has greatly fast-
tracked the books to getting on the shelves to be available for our keen readers!! We are also in the
process of sprucing up the picture book boxes which all goes towards creating a happy and
encouraging learning space. If you are able to help out with the sprucing up of these please let Lorna
know.

Diamond Harbour Cafe

This term we will be opening the coffee shop every day from
8.30am to 9am. A few of the seniors have been getting coffee
training and will be running the coffee shop Monday-Thursday.
Fridays will continue as usual with parent help. If you are
interested in helping out on a Friday please contact Karen
Steedman at Karen.steedman@diamondharbour.school.nz
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Reminder: Sunhats are compulsory
Term 4

In line with our school policy on sun protection, sunhats are
compulsory in Terms 1 and Terms 4. School hats are available
from our suppliers NZ Uniforms. Also, a reminder that a rash
vest for swimming is also compulsory.
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wide-brimmed sun-hat when outside at morning
tea and lunch times when UV rays are strongest.
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A reminder of what's coming up
ahead...

Events listed here are usually school-wide events happening
over the next month. Check-in with the class teacher for
details of what is happening at class level.

Friday, 15 November, Canterbury Anniversary - School Closed
Monday, 18 November, Board Meeting
Friday, 22 November, Year 2/3 assembly

Monday - Thursday, 25 - 28 November, Year 8 Camp

e Friday, 29 November, Diamond Challenge due

e Monday 2 December, Year 5 & 6 CanSail trip

e Monday 9 December, Year 7 & 8 CanSail trip

e Friday, 6 December, Year 0/1 Assembly

e Thursday, 12 December, Year 8 Dinner

e Friday 13 December, Diamond Challenge assembly

e Tuesday, 17 December, End of Year Celebration (prizegiving)

e Wednesday 18 Decmeber, Last day of Term 4 (finishes at 12:30)

Remember:

Lunch programme $3:00 per week - Thursdays

Breakfast Club (no cost - all welcome) Wednesday at 8:15am

After School Care: Contact Ursi - ursina.riederer@diamondharbour.school.nz

Community Information (What's
Up in Diamond Harbour)

Below you will find information about what is on in our
community.
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Tennis Coaching

Do you want to learn how to play tennis?
I’'m an experienced player offering 1-hour tennis lessons
at the Diamond Harbour Tennis Club for beginners of all ages.

Rackets can be borrowed from the club.

Coaching sessions for groups of four are on Monday and/or Friday
afternoon. One-on-one sessions available too.
Fees: $15 pp for group sessions
$40 for one-on-one sessions
For more details contact Micki Bell:
Tel: 0211314687

e-mail: mitchki2001@gmail.com

Activities and Opportunities

il (What's Up Outside Diamond
Harbour)
'.‘ 4 See below for a range of activities and opportunities in the
: wider community (outside Diamond Harbour).
»
T+ -
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WESTPAC RESCUE HELICOPTER

RAKAIA
GARDEN FETE

Thursday 21 November
10am - 3pm

282 Awaroa School Road, Dorie, Rakaia

Buy your ticket today!
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