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From the principal ...

Tena koutou nga whanau, nga mihi nui ki a koutou katoa,

| hope everyone has had a wonderful couple of weeks. It was
lovely to see many of our community at the Orton Bradley Fair
last Sunday. Thank you to Helen and Ursi, and of course the
akonga, for the work they put in preparing the produce and
plants for the stall. We managed to raise some funds for the
school garden, and have plants left over to do some additional

landscaping around the school.

Last week we also had Athletics. We were fortunate it was a beautiful day and we would like to give a
massive thank you to Anna for all her preparation for a fabulous day. A number of our students now
represent the school in the Zones next week. We wish them all the best for this event. Students from
Patiki have done some fabulous writing about Athletics Day in this newsletter.

On Tuesday we had Canterbury Cricket come and run some sessions with the akonga. This is always
fun, and some Te Kohanga students have written about their experiences. The positive impact of our
structured approach to literacy is now visible in the writing of akonga. Some of our youngest akonga
are able to spell reasonably tricky words by breaking the words into their individual sounds then using
their knowledge of the alphabetic principle (the relationship between letters, or groups of letter, and
sounds) to enable them to encode (spell/write) these words. Well done everyone.

Our focus as a kura (school) for the rest of the term is implementing the updated curriculum. The
Mathematics and Statistics curriculum, and the English curriculum have now been finalised and were
published at lunchtime today. Alongside this, kaiako (teachers) have looked at the Mathematics
resources that are available from the Ministry and we will shortly be ordering these. It is definitely a
very busy time across the education sector! Please remember we have a Teacher Only Day on the
Thursday before Show Weekend when we will be engaging in further work around the updated
curriculum. School will be closed for instruction on this day.

In a few weeks time Lorna, in the library, will begin a stocktake of our school library books. Please check
for any library books that might be lurking at home and pop them into the library, or the school office.
This would be greatly appreciated.

There is no doubt that the rest of the term will fly by, so please keep an eye on the calendar, and the
Coming Up section of the newsletter so you stay informed.

Have a fabulous couple of weeks,

Nga mihi nui,

Jill



Canterbury Cricket

One cold morning we were going to a cricket lesson. We
learned snowball tag. This is when somebody has ball and
they go and tag somebody. Once they are tagged they go and
get a ball and when everyone has a ball that means the game
is over and you can play a different game. | felt proud because
| gave it my best go. - by Ruby.

On Tuesday morning our class went out to play cricket. The grass was very wet. Our first game was a
game where you had to throw the ball in the air and catch it. The next game you had to hit two balls
and once you did that the fielders would run and get it and put it on the tee. While they were putting
the balls on the tee you had to do as many star-jumps as you could before they put both balls on the
tee. Then the fielders went into batting. We did that two times then we went into class. The people that
were doing iDeal (spelling programme) they went to play cricket. - by Ethan

One slightly windy day Te Kohanga went into two groups. One group went on the field with a cricket
player. Her name is Maggy. She can throw the ball under her leg, she puts it on her foot and catches it.
She's also amazing with all her tricks. - by Harper
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Animal Awareness Day

On Wednesday, 13 November, Diamond Harbour School will
having an Animal Awareness Day. There will be activities such
as recycled pet competition and a drawing competition where
you can draw your pet. We will have a fund-raiser for the SPCA
and a place where you can drop off pet gear for someone else
to use. We will also have Emma doing animal origami in Patiki.
There is a quiz going on in the Pioke.

There is a humungous pawprint in front of Patiki for people to put a gold coin donation on. You can
also bring photos of your pets and write about them. We will put your picture on display, along with
everybody else's. We will also have an animal expert to come in and speak about pets.

If you have any old sheets, please bring along to school and we can made them into dog tug-of-war and
chew toys. This will be happening at lunch-time in Te Kete.

e by Molly

Garden to Table at Orton Bradley
Fair

Garden to Table at Orton Bradley Fair

On Sunday, Rowen and | helped on the Garden to Table stall at
the Orton Bradley Fair. The day started as cold but then it
turned warm. It was a good day as lots of people came to us
and we sold lots of plants. Jill said it was not as busy as other
times but we still did well. We had three tables of plants and
seedlings grown at School. We sold seedlings of tomatoes,
beetroot, kohlrabi, kale and sunflowers. The zucchini plants

sold very quickly. By Beckett

We sold many plants on the Garden to Table stall on Sunday but we also made other things to sell. At
School some of us made wildflower seed paper, which we cut into shapes and sold for people to write
on or plant. We also made tomato relish and elderflower cordial, and we sold them all. We were also
giving away grow your own mini gardens and people could choose a pumpkin or a sunflower seed.
Something else we were doing was ‘guess the number of sunflower seeds in a jar'. People guessed
between 38 and 7,000 seeds. The number of seeds was 4038, and the person who guessed the closest
won a cake and took the seeds home. There were lots of blackcurrant plants to sell and Jill said Beckett
and | would get 5 house points for every blackcurrant plant we sold. Beckett and | sold 2 plants each
and got 20 house points for Stoddart. We ended up raising $600 for the day and had lots of fun. Mum
and Ursi now know what plants people want to buy next year! By Rowen

Athletics Day 2024

On Tuesday, 22 October, Diamond Harbour School had its
annual Athletics Day.

First, Year 4 went over to the discus. We lined up and everyone
had two turns of throwing the discus. We had to fling it as far
as we could. My distance was 10 metres and 10 cm.

Long distance was the next on the list. We did two laps of the
field. | ran fast and came 8th. It was tiring!

After morning tea we went to shot put. We sat on the mound and watched every year 4 do it. | got 2nd
place and Will got 1st.



The next thing | did was my favourite activity. | sprinted really fast and came 1st in the heats and 2nd in
the final.

Before lunch we did long jump. We all had 2 turns. | got into the finals. | came last but it was fun.
In shot put there was no line so | went first and Bobby went next. | got middle. It was really fun!
There was a parent race. Bex won.

| thought Athletics Day was fantastic because everyone had fun!

By Oscar

On 22nd of October, DHS competed in a sports day all run by Anna. First, | woke up to a hot sunny day
with a slight breeze every so often. | got dressed in green to support my house colour, Godley,

I had a weird feeling about the day as it was my first time having a full day all about sports. | didn't think
much about it at first. When the day came around it looked different to what | expected. There were
tables with papers on them to declare a score.

But then when the bell rang, to start the class, | rushed to our classroom to see what we we were going
to do. The teachers then brought us to a setting area to talk about the behaviours and events. And then
we started the fun!

My first event was discuss. | was super nervous, and a little bit frightened. We each had three turns with
a disc and whoever throws it the furtherest wins. The girls started first, with the top score being 12
meters. Next was the boys, with a score of 14 meters (I think). When it was my turn | aimed for the sky
and threw it steadily with | think a score of 6.2 meters. (This event was run by Karen Coom).

Next was a race around the giant field 2 times. It wasn't a huge challenge, as we did this almost every
day, but it still got me puffed, | think | got 4th. And, then we went to morning tea.

After morning tea, we gone to shot-put: a sport where you pack a heavy metal sphere, underneath
your chin, and push the metal sphere as far as you can. We all lined up one-by-one in a single file line to
take our turn. We all had different techniques. When it was my turn, | pushed as far as | could, and got
complimented with, “best technique,” (This event was run by Anna).
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Our next event was sprints. The rules were simple: a group of people sprint to the finish line and
whoever is 1st, 2nd, or 3rd, would go to the finals. My first race was a 60 meters sprint, | came 3rd. A
couple more races and soon it turned into a 80 meter sprint. Soon it was my race again, it was against:
Luke, Will, Ted Q, Jack, and Jonty (I think that's all). | started steadily and got a good start. Near the end |
leaped in front of Ted Q, I'm pretty sure | got 3rd or 4th. (run by Anna).

Next was long jump! A game where you jump as far as possible. We all had to take our shoes and socks
off. Next, we lined up and had to wait for our turn. We cheered everyone loud and proudly. When it
was my turn to jump, | got pretty far. | can't remember how long | jumped but it was like 2.3 meters.
Then we went to lunch (run by Kat).

After we got back from lunch, our next sport was high jump! We had to jump as high as we could while
doing the scissor jump. It started at 55cm and ended at 90cm. The first 70cm were easy! | think | made
it 75cm without failing, (run by Sarah).

Finally the relays! You had to hold an baton and do a lap around the field with passing it to the rest of
your group. | was the last in the group, with Luke, Maddie, and Molly. We were rushing and sprinting to
pass it to the others. Before we knew it we were already at the finish line!

We then came back where we started, and talked about our highlights!

A very enthusiastic day!

-Orton

I had a crash on my scooter so | was a spectator so when | got to school they started long distance. It
was competitive and thrilling to watch. It was an exhausting day. | loved watching them.

Then | watched the high jump that was the most competitive and | loved cheering. Everyone looked so
happy then | had to go back home then | came back and watched long jump people were cheering so
loudly | could only hear the year 4s and at the end there was a parent race. Anna the youth worker won
the race. It was a great day but exhausting but everyone was so competitive.

by Awa.


https://d2u4q3iydaupsp.cloudfront.net/uploads/2000-constrained-faaa30a4-8b7d-4d38-bd58-081cff0b001b

On October 22nd 2024, Diamond Harbour School participated in an Athletics day. The first activity was
discus. The discus teacher was Karen. It was really fun. Karen taught us how to hold it by putting your
four fingers on top and your thumb and gripping it tight and then flipping it over. The highest score for
the girls was 12.50m and the highest score for the boys was 13.73m.

The next activity was long-distance. The year 4s had to run 2 laps, “We got really tired.” There were
cones along the way to guide us along the way. There were also parents to encourage and also guide us
along the way.

The next thing we did was shot put, for shot put we had to hold it by gripping the ball with your fingers
and then PUSHING!!! The shot put was really fun.

Next was sprints. We started in groups of three. The first group was Molly, Kenzie, and Indie. Indie got
first place. The second group was Maddie, Hazel, and Abbey. Maddie got first place. Then we did every-
-one ON YOUR MARKS GET SET GO!!! Everyone was sprinting as fast as they could. It was so fun.

The 2nd to last event was long jump, When someone was about to jump we would yell GO! It was so
fun. My favourite part was watching someone else do it.

Last, but not least, high jump. In high jump the first height was 50cm. | got second place. | made it to
85cm. For the girls in first place was Abbey then Kenzie and | tied for second place and nobody was in
last place. For the boys, in first place was Jonty and Luke because they tied.
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by Molly

Athletics Day

On the 22nd October,Diamond Harbour school was involved in Athletics day run by whaea Anna. First
thing in the morning it was sunny with a breeze so | got to get in my red clothes and got in the car, and
went to school to practise long jump. We had the role and expectations and stretches. Next, the year 4
did discus. It was exciting. To do discus Karen told us that we had to go is alphabetical order. We did, so
I waited till my turn. | came 2nd place.

Then we did the long distance. The year 4 had to do 2 lups around the field. It was fun but Kenzie ran in
front so me. | came 2nd. | was so happy. Next we had break and playtime. After that we did shot put.
Anna and Mrs Swaney. Anna went over some rules and we started. Tt was exciting and fun. Next the
year 4 went to sprints.We got split into three groups. The first group was Indie, Molly, and Kenzie. The
second group was me, Abbey, and Hazel. Abbey and Hazel were behind me. | was in front of them. Next
was long jump. it was fun and we were all cheering. Then we had lunch and playtime.

Next was high jump. | was nervous and scared. But | got 4th place in high jump. We did a class relay. It
was so much fun. | felt nervous but happy | speed off. | was 2nd. Luke gave me the baton, then to Molly
and last to

Orton. He flew off and ran to the finish line. | was excited. We packed our bags and packed up and went
home.

by Maddie

A reminder of what's coming up
ahead...
Events listed here are usually school-wide events happening

over the next month. Check-in with the class teacher for
details of what is happening at class level.

e Friday, 15 November, Canterbury Anniversary - School Closed

e Monday, 18 November, Board Meeting

Friday, 22 November, Year 2/3 assembly

S o e e Monday - Thursday, 25 - 28 November, Year 8 Camp

e Friday, 29 November, Diamond Challenge due

e Monday 2 December, Year 5 & 6 CanSail trip
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Monday 9 December, Year 7 & 8 CanSail trip

Friday, 6 December, Year 0/1 Assembly

Thursday, 12 December, Year 8 Dinner

Friday 13 December, Diamond Challenge assembly
Tuesday, 17 December, End of Year Celebration (prizegiving)

Wednesday 18 Decmeber, Last day of Term 4 (finishes at 12:30)

Remember:

Lunch programme $3:00 per week - Thursdays

Breakfast Club (no cost - all welcome) Wednesday at 8:15am

After School Care: Contact Ursi - ursina.riederer@diamondharbour.school.nz

Activities and Opportunities
e e (What's Up Outside Diamond
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See below for a range of activities and opportunities in the
wider community (outside Diamond Harbour).

Ty

WESTPAC RESCUE HELICOPTER

RAKAIA
GARDEN FETE

Thursday 21 November
10am - 3pm

282 Awaroa School Road, Dorie, Rakaia

Buy your ticket today!
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Community Information (What's
Up in Diamond Harbour)

Below you will find information about what is on in our
community.

Tennis Coaching

Do you want to learn how to play tennis?
I’'m an experienced player offering 1-hour tennis lessons
at the Diamond Harbour Tennis Club for beginners of all ages.
Rackets can be borrowed from the club.
Coaching sessions for groups of four are on Monday and/or Friday
afternoon. One-on-one sessions available too.
Fees: $15 pp for group sessions
$40 for one-on-one sessions
For more details contact Micki Bell:
Tel: 021-1314687
e-mail: mitchki2001@gmail.com
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