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From the principal ...

Tena koutou nga whanau, nga mihi nui ki a koutou katoa,

Term 3 in schools is traditionally a busy term with many
extracurricular events happening. There is now doubt this has
been the case for us this term. Last week | was incredibly proud of the Rock Bands who both achieved
awards at the BandQuest competition. Milly Winchester took out the Lead Female Vocalist Award with
the junior rock band ‘Far Far Away’ and the senior rock band, Black Rose, took out the Rock Star Styles
Award which is an all around award for style and musicianship. A massive thank you to Ursi Riederer
who gives generously of her time to work with the band. The rock bands will perform at the Diamond
Challenge assembly where we will be able to celebrate their success and thank Ursi for all her work witl
them.

Today some of our Green Diamonds partook in the Port Saddle Envirotrip where they were involved in
planting and tree protection, pest monitoring and lizard garden creation and lizard identification. These
activities feed into our Enviroday next week, showing the relevance of the activities we engage in to the
wider community and across the motu. This week we have also had our Book Week - see the Book
Week article in the newsletter for more about this exciting week.

This weekend we have the major Trust Event - the Quiz. | am looking forward to this as our Trust puts in
an incredible amount of work to ensure these events are successful and entertaining. The success of
this event enables our Garden To Table programme, which incorporates the expected gardening and
cooking with literacy, maths, and Science. Akonga (students) engage in science learning related to the
garden and food. This term their focus has been the digestive body system and | have been impressed
with their knowledge around this. Mathematics is also integrated into the cooking programme with
explicit teaching around volume/capacity measurement, number calculations with fractions, and the
ratio as they upsize recipes to cater for the number of people they are feeding.

Coming up over the next week we have our Ski Trip on Monday. A massive thank you to the
parent/community organising team, and Hilary and Nick from the Board who have ensured this will be
an enjoyable and safe trip. | would also like to thank the Diamond Harbour School Education Charitable
Trust for providing financial support. This trip provides many of our students with their first
opportunity to experience skiing, an opportunity that otherwise may not be available to them. Next
week we have our Enviro Afternoon on Tuesday. This provides us with an opportunity to engage in
mahi (work) both around the school and in the wider community, that represents our value of being
kaitiaki. Kat Pringle has done a wonderful job of supporting our Enviroschools programme. On
Thursday night many of our students perform with our Kapa Haka group at Cashmere High School.
Then, coming up the following weeking some of our music groups and joining the Diamond Harbour
Singers for a community concert.


https://d2u4q3iydaupsp.cloudfront.net/uploads/2000-constrained-e4bfcd6a-df5a-4dcd-a545-92c3a1f4b238

We also have two events organised by students. Week 9 is Te wiki o te Reo Maori and two of our
younger students are busy organising events to celebrate this week, and our Performing Arts leaders
are running the annual Talent Show. We close the term with our Art Exhibition for our Celebration of
Learning, after which everyone will be deserving of a break!

Have a fabulous couple of weeks, and enjoy this beautiful spring weather.

Nga mihi nui,

Jil

Library Update - Book Week

Book Week for 2024 has been full of fun, creativity, learning
and enjoyment while also building on literacy skills.

The week began with 'The Great Library Hunt' where a map was obtained from the library desk. Clues
were hidden around the library and participants drew on the map from clue location to clue location in
the specific order which then revealed a kiwi shape if correctly found. The idea behind this activity was
to help students navigate their way around the library along with exposure to different types of books
they perhaps would not have known about or the location of.


https://d2u4q3iydaupsp.cloudfront.net/uploads/2000-constrained-d231c098-6e0c-4110-a81a-247c58e165aa

Christchurch author, Bill Nagelkerke and local illustrator, Rebecca (Bex) Gibbs visited and year groups
were rotated between our two very talented visitors. Both Bill and Bex captivated their audiences with
their presentations about what it was like to be an author or illustrator, the processes they each went
through to get to the finished product and examples of their work. Bex entertained with a fun
illustration game directed by the students which really showed off her ability to be creative on demand!

Bill tailored his presentations for our younger student sessions to our older, with magic trick analogies
and imagery on the big screen that correlated to his stories. Many of Bill's novels have been based on
local subjects, for example his ‘Ghosts on the Hill' is based on the Bridle Path and it was lovely to see the
students so engaged in what Bill was saying and reading as they made the connection between the two.
We are very lucky in that Bill has gifted our school a signed copy of his latest works; 'Ghost

House' and 'The Curse of Madame Petrova'. A big thank you and shout out must go to the Diamond
Harbour Trust who funded this experience and we already have a waiting list in the library for Bill's
books as they are already out on loan! - FANTASTIC!!


https://d2u4q3iydaupsp.cloudfront.net/uploads/2000-constrained-84b58f8d-892e-4931-b9fe-05a61a3104a1
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Our family fun event: Storytime in PJs and Hot Chocolate, was enjoyed by many with 9 stories read by
different readers from within school, Kidsfirst and the community and a mind blowing 4 crockpots
(approximately 14 litres) of hot chocolate consumed!! Thanks must go to all our readers and to 4
Square Diamond Harbour for donating some spot prizes for best PJ's and attentive listeningl!!

So much effort and creativity was put into the costumes for our 'Dress Up as a Book Character Parade'.
Characters from Harry Potter, Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, Super Heros, Fairies and mythical
creatures just to name a few, made their presence known as they paraded around the basketball court
with pride. Congratulations must go to all students, teachers and parents for the effort.


https://d2u4q3iydaupsp.cloudfront.net/uploads/2000-constrained-d04e8114-2faf-41ff-972c-66510b8d3290
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In addition to the above, chalk drawings have been made of book characters and covers, flip books
made in keeping with the current kinetic art inquiry topic and the 'Great Mystery Book Hunt' where
participants use a clue sheet to find letter tiles around the school to solve the hidden book mystery.
Kidsfirst Kindy have also joined many of the fun activities we have had at school this week. It is
wonderful to see our preschool friends participating and increasing familiarity, creating relationships
and gaining confidence in a school environment.

Looking forward to Book Week next year!!

Port Hills Enviro Day

On Thursday, 5 Dec a group of akonga went to the Port Hills
Enviro day.

We got to school at 8:30am and went to the ferry. We caught
the 9:00am ferry and met at Lyttelton school. We waited for
Brad to arrive and when he did we walked up to the base area.

Our first rotation was planting which was my least favourite rotation but it was still really fun. Then we
went straight up to spot lizards, | saw two skinks. It was really fun. We went down to the base to have

lunch and after that we went on a walk to look at traps we saw a dead possum lying from a trap. That
was the best rotation by far.

All'in all it was a great day and it was really enjoyable.

By Lewis



https://d2u4q3iydaupsp.cloudfront.net/uploads/2000-constrained-0d3d897d-25a6-4c79-b9fb-ad7921430a38

| FESRUARY march

A reminder of what's coming up
ahead...
Events listed here are usually school-wide events happening

over the next month. Check-in with the class teacher for
details of what is happening at class level.

Friday, 15 November, Canterbury Anniversary - School Closed

Monday, 18 November, Board Meeting

Friday, 22 November, Year 2/3 assembly

Monday - Thursday, 25 - 28 November, Year 8 Camp
Friday, 29 November, Diamond Challenge due

Monday 2 December, Year 5 & 6 CanSail trip

Monday 9 December, Year 7 & 8 CanSail trip

Friday, 6 December, Year 0/1 Assembly

Thursday, 12 December, Year 8 Dinner

Friday 13 December, Diamond Challenge assembly

Tuesday, 17 December, End of Year Celebration (prizegiving)

Wednesday 18 Decmeber, Last day of Term 4 (finishes at 12:30)

Remember:

Lunch programme $3:00 per week - Thursdays

Breakfast Club (no cost - all welcome) Wednesday at 8:15am

After School Care: Contact Ursi - ursina.riederer@diamondharbour.school.nz

Community Information (What's
Up in Diamond Harbour)

Below you will find information about what is on in our
community.



Tennis Coaching

Do you want to learn how to play tennis?

I’'m an experienced player offering 1-hour tennis lessons
at the Diamond Harbour Tennis Club for beginners of all ages.
Rackets can be borrowed from the club.

Coaching sessions for groups of four are on Monday and/or Friday
afternoon. One-on-one sessions available too.

Fees: $15 pp for group sessions
$40 for one-on-one sessions
For more details contact Micki Bell:

Tel: 0211314687
e-mail: mitchki2001 @gmail.com

Activities and Opportunities

ey (What's Up Outside Diamond
HED Harbour)
:’ % See below for a range of activities and opportunities in the

wider community (outside Diamond Harbour).
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WESTPAC RESCUE HELICOPTER

RAKAIA
GARDEN FETE

Thursday 21 November
10am - 3pm

282 Awaroa School Road, Dorie, Rakaia

Buy your ticket today!
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